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for Pueblo Indians, sedentary for hundreds of generations, to start
camping about with their flocks than it would for the comparatively
recently roving hunters who had, to be sure, been sedentary at the
time they acquired sheep, but only for a few generations. Perhaps
it seemed like a welcome return to "the good old ways"; perhaps the
Navaho character had begun to feel somewhat cramped by the exi-
gencies and restrictions of village life and was glad of a change. It is
as important to bear in mind that some Navahos remained primarily
farmers as to take note of the fact that others became primarily herd-
ers, for it underlines the ability of Navaho society to allow more
" than one way of life. However, even the Navaho farmers left the
Pueblo-like villages, and now throughout the tribe prestige comes
from fine flocks and many horses rather than from good crops.
Another interesting subject to consider is the way in which Nava-
hos shaped Pueblo ritual forms and myths to their own purposes. It
seems likely that whatever The People had in the way of religion
when they arrived in the Southwest was very simple compared to
what they found among the Pueblos and what they themselves have
developed since. The restoration of universal harmony is a main en-
deavor of Pueblo religion, and one expected result of this is that the
supernaturals will bring rain to water the crops and assure survival
in a dry land. The Navahos borrowed many things from Pueblo
agriculture and Pueblo religion but never amalgamated the two in
the same way. Instead they spent much of their religious energy in
trying to restore harmony for one individual at a time, in the expec-
tation that thus he would be relieved of ills of mind or body. To be
sure, Pueblo religion is used for curing to some extent, and Navahos
pray for rain and good crops in connection with their curing cere-
monials.
The reasons we might suggest for the difference in emphasis are,
of course, in the realm of speculation. From what we have seen of
present-day Navaho personality, it is not hard to understand the
emphasis on individuals. It is possible that in their previous wander-
ing existence illness was a major calamity because it interfered se-
riously with their means of getting food. Probably also poor hunt-
ing or meager yields of wild plants sometimes did not suffice for
their nutrition, with consequent illness or even death. There would
have been litde reason for them to develop interest in improving
crops, since they simply gathered what nature provided. Very likely